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This satisfying story explores the powerful impact of our
actions on the world around us. When his father takes a new
job in Massachusetts, Ben Moroney must leave behind his
best friend Tony, a western banded gecko named Lenny, and
worst of all, the Arizona desert home he has loved and
explored. Benls adjustment to his new environment is not
going well until he unexpectedly finds a kindred spirit in his
eccentric fifth-grade science teacher, Mrs Tibbets. She
introduces him to the rare and elusive Eastern spadefoot
toads that make their home on her rural property. When Ben
discovers that Mrs. Tibbetslls land may be sold to developers,
he knows he has to do something. As Benls obsession with
saving the spadefoot toadsl habitat grows, his schoolwork
and his relationships with his family and new friends suffer.
But just when it seems things canit get any worse, Ben finds
a way to meet his responsibilities to the people around him
and demonstrates the importance of even the smallest efforts
to save the earthls rapidly disappearing habitats. With great
environmental themes, this appealing middle grade novel
comes from renowned storyteller and two-time Grammy
Award winner Bill Harley.
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The past twenty years have seen a building boom for
downtown public libraries. From Brooklyn to Seattle,
architects, civic leaders, and citizens in major U.S. cities have
worked to reassert the relevance of the central library. While
the librariesll primary functionslas public spaces where
information is gathered, organized, preserved, and made
available for uselhave not changed over the years, the
processes by which they accomplish these goals have. These
new processes, and the public debates surrounding them,
have radically influenced the utility and design of new library
buildings. In The New Downtown Library, Shannon Mattern
draws on a diverse range of sources to investigate how
libraries serve as multiuse public spaces, anchors in urban
redevelopment, civic icons, and showcases of renowned
architects like Rem Koolhaas, Cesar Pelli, and Enrique
Norton. Mattern(s clear and careful analysis reveals the
complexity of contemporary dialogues in library design,
highlighting the roles that staff, the public, and other special
interest groups play. Mattern also describes how the libraries
manifest changing demographics, new ways of organizing
collections and delivering media, and current philosophies of
librarianship. By identifying unifying themes as well as
examining the differences among various design projects,
Mattern brings to light the social forces, as well as their
architectural expressions, that form the essence of new
libraries and their vital place in public life. Featured libraries
are located in Brooklyn, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Chicago,
Denver, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Nashville, New York,
Phoenix, Salt Lake City, San Antonio, San Francisco, Seattle,
and Toledo. Shannon Mattern is assistant professor of media
studies and film at The New School.

Explores Oracle's implerrgggrétg}ioon of SQL and explains how to



perform tasks including querying time-based data,
implementing conditional logic in queries, writing queries, and
joining data from two or more tables.

Following the Pulitzer prize-winning collection Stag's Leap,
Sharon Olds gives us a stunning book of odes. Opening with
the powerful and tender "Ode to the Hymen," Olds addresses
and embodies, in this age-old poetic form, many aspects of
love and gender and sexual politics in a collection that is
centered on the body and its structures and pleasures. The
poems extend parts of her narrative as a daughter, mother,
wife, lover, friend, and poet of conscience that will be familiar
from earlier collections, each episode and memory burnished
by the wisdom and grace and humor of looking back. In such
poems as "Ode to My Sister," "Ode of Broken Loyalty," "Ode
to My Whiteness," "Blow Job Ode," and "Ode to the Last
Thirty-Eight Trees in New York City Visible from This
Window," Olds treats us to an intimate examination that, like
all her work, is universal, by turns searing and charming in its
honesty. From the bodily joys and sorrows of childhood to the
deaths of those dearest to us, Olds shapes the world in
language that is startlingly fresh, profound in its conclusions,
and life-giving for the reader.

Insolent and defiant, the Chants de Maldoror, by the self-
styled Comte de Lautréamont (1846-70), depicts a sinister
and sadistic world of unrestrained savagery and brutality. One
of the earliest and most astonishing examples of surrealist
writing, it follows the experiences of Maldoror, a master of
disguises pursued by the police as the incarnation of evil, as
he makes his way through a nightmarish realm of angels and
gravediggers, hermaphrodites and prostitutes, lunatics and
strange children. Delirious, erotic, blasphemous and
grandiose by turns, this hpgglg&ilgatory novel captured the



imagination of artists and writers as diverse as Modigliani,
Verlaine, André Gide and André Breton; it was hailed by the
twentieth-century Surrealist movement as a formative and
revelatory masterpiece.

For the Vampire community, the Solstice Choosing has been
the holiest night of the year - for a hundred thousand years.
But this year, something new is about to happen. The oldest
prophecies are about to be fulfilled - and the Festival of
Blessings is finally upon us.

Packed full of fun and easy recipes and baking know-how for
kids and parents to share, Mommy & Me Bake is the perfect
introduction to the wonderful world of baking. Divided into
cookies, cakes, bread, and pastry, Mommy & Me Bake guides
readers through the different types of baking. Simple recipes
are shown step-by-step, and key skills are explained on
accessible and fun fact pages. Kids and parents will learn to
create sweet and savory treats while mastering the basics of
baking together.

Contains comprehensive content that introduces your
students to key earth science concepts including energy,
plate tectonics, weathering, earthquakes, volcanoes, and
ecosystems. The text also integrates important ideas in
science such as heat, density and buoyancy.
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